


LEGACY CARDS · 01

LL Cool J
Origins

Smith began writing and recording while young, using home equipment and
sending demos to labels. His family story includes trauma he has discussed
publicly; use only his published account and avoid sensational treatment.

The name LL Cool J—Ladies Love Cool James—was developed with friend Mikey
D. The branding was unusually direct: it made charisma, romance, and
confidence part of the name before the audience heard a record.
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