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Nelly
Breakthrough

Country Grammar became an enormous debut because Nelly's sing-song cadence
felt instantly familiar and unmistakably regional. The title track, E.I.,

and Ride Wit Me balanced neighborhood detail with hooks that traveled

across radio formats.

The success placed St. Louis on hip-hop's commercial map without forcing
it into East Coast, West Coast, or Southern categories. Nelly's accent
itself became production—a rhythmic instrument listeners imitated.
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