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Nelly
Legacy & Influence

Nelly helped make melodic rap a dominant pop language while preserving
regional speech. His hooks reduced no technical barrier; they revealed
that cadence, vowel sound, repetition, and personality could carry as much
identity as dense rhyme.

His legacy is also geographic. St. Louis gained a durable place in rap
history, and later Midwestern artists inherited a broader range of
commercial possibilities.
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