


LEGACY CARDS · 01

Rakim
Origins

Raised in a musical family, Griffin played instruments and absorbed jazz
as well as rap. He adopted Rakim Allah after joining the Nation of Gods
and Earths, bringing spiritual and mathematical vocabulary into his
writing.

His Long Island background complicates a history often reduced to the five
boroughs: the style was New York, but its innovation also came from
communities beyond city limits.
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